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CHAPTER 1
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berkshire conference
OF WOMEN HISTORIANS

IFRWH

���������������������������������������

Historians can find women in the most unexpected 

places. By 1919, for example, women were 20 percent 

of the workforce at Thomas Edison’s laboratories in 

West Orange, New Jersey, producing batteries, records 

and film. This photo shows women boarding the train 

after work. (Thomas Edison National Historical Park) 
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Elementary school students visit the Molly Brown House 

Museum in Denver (Photos by Scott Dressel-Martin)
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Photo by Heather Huyck (Library of Congress)
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Sanborn Insurance 

map of Boston, 1867 

(Library of Congress)
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A page from Martha Ballard’s diary, from two hand-sewn 

volumes, 1785-1812. (Courtesy Maine State Library)
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National Association of Colored 

Women conference minutes 1899 

(Library of  Congress)
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Etiquette books  have for about three centuries helped adult readers navigate 

changing social  expectations, reinforced gender roles, and taught children the 

manners of their time. Emily Post’s best-selling book Etiquette was first 

published in 1922, with a 19th edition released in 2017.
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President Herbert Hoover as a child attended the West Branch School House in Iowa, built in 1853.  One  room country school houses proliferat-

ed in the nineteenth century; there were 190,000 nationally by 1918, and 400 in 2020. By the mid nineteenth century women began to replace 

men in the teaching profession, representing two-thirds of all teachers by the turn of the century. (Photos Herbert Hoover Historic Site)
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Popular soap opera 1940-1953 Pianos in the 19th century often signaled gentility Library of Congress, (Music Division)
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During the late 1930s the WPA Federal Writer’s Project collected 

some 2,300 oral interviews with formerly enslaved people

Photograph of Kara Turner interviewing 

Margaret Rogers for the book Behind the Veil: 

Documenting African American Life in the 

Jim Crow South. (David M. Rubenstein Rare 

Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University)
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Portraits convey a person’s likeness. 

They are wonderful resources from 

which to recreate fashion, jewelry, 

hairstyles, and more. This is an 

engraving of John Wollaston’s 

portrait of Martha Washington. 

Morristown National Historical Park 

Museum and Library. (Photograph 

NPS, Morristown site)

Godey’s Lady‘s Book
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Occupational portrait of a seamstress, 1853 

(Library of Congress)
Harriet Tubman, Carte de Visite, 1868, 

Auburn, New York (Library of Congress)  

Unidentified woman and girl 1855. 

(Library of Congress)
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(National Endowment 

for the Arts)

(National Park Service)Women’s suffrage postcard,     

 1913 (Library of Congress)

Visual artist Betty Willis was one of the few 

women in the early neon sign industry, and 

designed a multitude of hotel and other 

signage defining the iconic look of Las Vegas. 

She is best known for the Welcome to Las Vegas 

sign, which she created in 1959.   The sign was 

listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

in 2009. (Neon Museum, Las  Vegas)
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CHAPTER 4
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Gift shops offering books, postcards, reproduction artifacts, tee shirts, special exhibit souvenirs and other items help 

brand a museum, raise operating funds, and allow visitors to remain engaged with the site long after returning home.
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(Photos courtesy of the Alice Paul Institute)
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CHAPTER 5
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Reenactors at the Black American West 

Museum (Photo by Scott Dressel-Martin)
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THE STORIES of women at historic sites AND MUSEUMS
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