PWiHiUm (e The William G. Pomeroy Foundation & National Votes for Women Trail

On]ero A National Women’s Suffrage Centennial
Founda lon Historic Marker Grant Program

In honor of the 2020 centennial celebration of women’s suffrage in the United States, The William G. Pomeroy
Foundation is partnering with the Votes for Women National Trail to provide grants to erect Historic Markers
commemorating the people, places or things instrumental to women gaining the right to vote in the United
States.

STATE WHERE MARKER WILL BE PLACED: __ Nevada

Contact Information:

Name: ____Dr. Joanne L. Goodwin
Address: __Dept of History, University of Nevada Las Vegas, MC 5020, 4505 Maryland Pkwy S., Las Vegas, NV
89154-5020

Phone:__702-271-***%* Email: joanne.goodwin@unlv.edu
Organization (if applicable): ___National Collaborative for Women’s History Sites

Marker Inscription Guidelines: Title Line 15 Characters, 5 Body Lines 27 Characters per Line, Spaces and Punctuation = 1
character each.

Proposed Marker Inscription: (a date or dates must be included in the text)
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Proposed Location of Marker:
Address:___401 S 4th St, Las Vegas
GPS Coordinates: 36.16547, -115.14386 (Decimal degrees preferred)

Please indicate why a marker should be installed at this location: Ex: former home of person being
commemorated. The most permanent site of suffrage activity through the Mesquite Club.

Historic Significance: In an attached page, briefly describe (500 words or less) how your proposed marker is

historically significant to women gaining the right to vote in the United States.

Signature:
Date:




Significance:

3:1in popular vote

Suffrage activity through the Mesquite Club.

Established in 1911, the Mesquite Club provided middle-class women of Las Vegas a forum for civic
improvement and social activity. The new town needed amenities and the club responded. Although
avoiding politics directly, the club hosted Nevada Equal Franchise Society (NEFS) president Anne
Martin;southern Nevada organizer for the NEFS, Bird Wilson; and coordinated with the state suffrage
organization to bring renowned author and suffrage advocate Charlotte Perkins Gilman to Las Vegas. It
also arranged speakers on women'’s political opportunities in 1913, the crucial year for the legislative
passage of the suffrage bill. Clark County where Las Vegas is situated passed the suffrage bill in the
popular referendum by 3: 1. Following passage, the club held workshops for its members on being an
informed voter.

Delphine Squires,co-founded the Mesquite Club and served as president in 1913. She took a major role
to get the Las Vegas club affiliated with the state Federation of Women's Clubs. A participant at state
conferences, she was elected chair of the Civics and Public Health committee in 1914. The following year
shewas elected president of the state group. She also attended national Federation of Women’s Clubs
conferences during these years when suffrage was widely discussed. She presided at the 1915
Nevadaannual conference at which the club endorsed woman suffrage.[note-there are different views
on if it was a political trick by Wilson and Martin or if it was a clear mandate]. In addition, Squires and
her husband Charles P. Squires owned the Las Vegas Age. It is probable that she encouraged the
publication of notices about the national and state suffrage campaigns all of which were quite positive.

The Fourth Street School is the best existing site for a marker because the Mesquite Club met there for
at least two years between 1912 and 1915. In 1912, Las Vegas had one school--The Las Vegas Grammar
School. When a high school became necessary, separate rooms in the Fourth Street School were set
aside for those students. It was in the high school rooms that the Mesquite Club met. By 1915, the
Mesquite Club moved to a meeting room in the Old Courthouse. The Las Vegas Grammar School is
currently referred to as the Historic 5th St. School but its address is on Fourth St.

References:
Las Vegas Age, April 20, 1912; October 26, 1912; November 2, 1912; April 19, 1913; May 31, 1913;

November 29, 1913; April 11, 1914; October 3, 1914; March 13, 1915; October 9, 1915; November 13,
1915.



